
A1 English
The House of the Spirits, by Isabel Allende
Chapters 7-10

Chapter Seven:

1.  At the beginning of Chapter 7, why have Clara and Blanca returned to the house on the corner?  (see 
pages 233-234)  How can their transformation of the house on pages 243-244 be seen in symbolic 
terms?

2. Pages 244-245: How is Clara’s relationship with her sons not the same as with her daughter?  How 
does this reflect a theme of the novel?

3. Note the references to Clara on pages 247-251.  How does she behave as Blanca’s wedding 
approaches?  What can explain her behavior?

4. Who are the three Mora sisters?  How do they relate thematically to the novel?

5. Re-read the long paragraph that starts at the bottom of page 254 and ends on page 256.  Describe 
Jaime: Is he genuinely saint-like, or slightly crazy?  Does the author approve of him, or disapprove?  
Why does Jaime not like religion, even though he seems to behave in religious ways?  What does 
Esteban’s reaction to Jaime say about Esteban?  How might Jaime’s being buried under a pile of 
books be interpreted symbolically?

6. Note the description of the house on pages 259-260.  How is it changing?  Why?  How does the 
house reflect the family itself?  How do the comments of Nicolás and Jaime reflect their characters?  
What else of a symbolic nature can you find in this section?

7. Note on page 261 the description of Esteban as surrounded by people, yet alone.  In what ways is he 
alone?  How have his decisions throughout his life meant that he would be surrounded by more 
people, yet more alone?

8. Another attempt at the public launch of a flying contraption is described on pages 265-266.  
(Compare to pages 23-27.) Note the references to other flying creatures in the descriptions.  You 
should have enough experience with the book by now to gather an initial idea for yourself: What can 
be said about flight and flying as symbolic in this novel?

9. How do Amanda’s words on page 270 comment not only on Nicolás, but also on one of the wider 
themes of the novel? 

10. The major event in the last part of this chapter concerns Amanda’s abortion.  What, in this episode, 
do you feel about the roles of Amanda, Nicolas, and Jaime—Whom do you sympathize with most?  
Whom the least?

11. How is the very last section of the chapter an example of magical realism?



Chapter Eight:

1. After reading this chapter, come up with 6-8 words or phrases that describe Count Jean de 
Satigny.  Then, quote from the chapter lines and phrases that support the words you’ve chosen.

Chapter Nine:

1. Search through the two long paragraphs that begin this chapter, pages 301-302.  Write down (and 
underline for yourself) words, phrases, and ideas that relate to wider themes in the novel.  How are 
these paragraphs typical of the author’s writing?

2. The birth of Alba completes a kind of trilogy of main female characters in this novel.  In what ways 
are Clara, Blanca, and Alba alike?  In what ways are they different from one another?

3. This book seems to be in favor of seeing the mystical and magical in everyday life.  Why, then, are 
the passages about the trip of Nicolás to the East to find enlightenment (pages 312-313) filled with 
such a sense of irony and failure?  What point might the author be making?

4. What reason can you think of for Esteban Trueba lavishing so much love and attention on his 
granddaughter, Alba?  After all, she should just remind him of Blanca’s shame and sin, yet he 
“transferred all his finest sentiments to Alba.”

5. Page 328 contains a rather complicated long paragraph.  Why does Esteban Garcia hate Alba?  
Why does he feel attracted to her?

6. What is ironic about what is said and done on page 330?  Quote the most ironic line.

7. Did you notice the absence of Esteban’s first person narration for some time now?  It returns at 
the beginning of the next chapter.  Can you think of a reason for this absence?

Chapter Ten

1. What evidence is there that Esteban really loved Clara when she was alive?  What evidence is there 
that he did not?  What do you think?

2. From the conversation on page 340, do you agree with Jaime, Esteban, or neither?  Explain.

3. What point might the author be making, giving Nicolás his North American fate on page 343?

4. How is Esteban’s plan for the mausoleum (pages 347-348) entirely inappropriate?

5. How might the incident on page 349 be seen as symbolic?  Underline the last line on the page and 
take special note of it.

6. Notice in this part of the novel how the nation’s public life is becoming intertwined in the life of the 
family.  How does the political situation compare to the family situation?  (pages 350-354)

7. On the last page of this chapter, why exactly is Esteban crying?


